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My name is Maggie Fitzgerald and I am the new President of the IHHA.  My main aim as President 
for this year will be to make the Irish Hard of Hearing Association more relevant for hard of hearing 
people.  Any ideas on how we might best serve you would be hugely appreciated, so please email or 
write to us.   
Michael Tighe, our invaluable former President is now Vice President and access to all services for 
hard of hearing people is the principle cause he continues to champion on all fronts. 
Freda Keenan is our Honorary Secretary and has worked on the council tirelessly for 15 years. Her main focus at the moment 
is canvassing for captioned performances in our main theatres.  This facility is up and running at the Abbey so check out our 
website for information on the next captioned performance. Joan Tully is our Treasurer and the funds of the Association could 
not be in safer hands, with Jo Curran, Gina Robins and Maura Sheehan helping out on every front. 
 
All council members will be up for re-election next April so if you can offer your services for a year please do get in touch 
with us. We are always looking for new blood and fresh ideas!! 
 
Finally, may I thank you all for your support for this organisation down through the years and I know that we can continue to 
rely on it.                                                                                                                                                                            
 
Maggie 

     EDITORIAL      
Welcome to our new look Hearsay! 
 
And may I introduce our new Hearsay Committee? We are Peter Broe, Maggie Fitzgerald,  
Maura Sheehan, Michael Tighe and myself, Carol Robinson Tweed. 
 
Diana, Jackie and Ken have decided to take a break, after many hard-working and successful years, and 
are handing the editorship over to a new team who will do our best to provide a lively, informative and 
interesting magazine for those who, like ourselves, have acquired hearing loss. 
 
Our plan is to enlarge Hearsay to 8 pages, so as to give more of you a chance to contribute, and all of us more good articles to 
read. To this end, do please send us your hearing-related stories (maximum 350 words, no minimum), photos, anecdotes, 
jokes and advice. Deadline for the Christmas issue is 21st October 2010. 
Don’t worry about the quality of your writing – we can edit your work as necessary. We won’t be able to use everything we 
receive; some may need cutting or may have to be held for a future edition, but all contributions will be gratefully received. 
Email material to me at ihha@deafhear.ie or post it or drop it in to the our office at 35 North Frederick St. Dublin 1, marked 
for my attention.  And remember, we want to hear from members all over the country, as well as from Dublin. 
I hope you enjoy reading our first new edition. 
 
Carol 
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

Left to right; Michael Tighe, Maggie Fitzgerald, Carol 
Robinson Tweed, Peter Broe, Maura Sheehan. Each one of us 

would like to record our heartfelt thanks to the original 
Hearsay committee.  Were it not for the years of dedicated 

hard work on their part, we would not have a Hearsay 
magazine today. When we finished producing what you see  

       we realised just how much it takes to get from  
      start to finish.  




